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MEDIA GEAR lines the Riverside County street where David and Louise Turpin lived with their children. 


A house of horrors 
hidden in plain sight 


Neighbors of the Perris family of 15 thought 
something was odd; the reality was far worse 


By PALOMA ESQUIVEL, 
HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS 
AND ANNA M. PHILLIPS 


PERRIS, Calif. — It was 
usually after midnight when 
Mike Clifford spotted the 
children from the house 
across the street. 

Some nights, he’d see 
about six children — none of 
whom looked older than 15 
— getting into a passenger 
van with their father and 
wonder where they could 
possibly be going at such an 
hour. Other nights, he’d see 
them through a second- 
story window in the Murri- 
eta house, walking in circles 
for long periods of time. 

Clifford, an aerospace 
machinist who works late 
shifts, tried to make sense of 
what he saw. Maybe the chil- 
dren had special needs. 
Maybe the repetitive circling 


Is Aziz Ansari 
a victim ora 
perpetrator? 


A woman’s tale of actor’s sexual 
aggression just doesn’t seem fair 


ROBIN ABCARIAN 


The Aziz Ansari cultural moment was 
inevitable. Ansari, the immensely tal- 
ented actor who just won a Golden Globe 
for his work on “Master of None,” has 
been very publicly accused of unwanted 
sexual aggression during a first date by 
an anonymous 23-year-old woman who 
met him at an Emmy after-party last 
year. 

Her story, “I went on a date with Aziz Ansari. It 
turned into the worst night of my life,” on the website 
Babe, has sparked intense conversation, some ofit along 
generational lines, about whether in this “Me Too” mo- 
ment women are going overboard, mistaking seduction 
for harassment. 

The Atlantic’s Caitlin Flanagan, 56, described the 
story as “revenge porn,” meant to humiliate Ansari. The 
Guardian’s Jessica Valenti, 39, on the other hand, said 
that where men might see an “everyday, reasonable 
sexual interaction,” women are saying “what the culture 
considers ‘normal’ sexual encounters are not working for 
us, and oftentimes harmful.” 

Flanagan and Valenti are both spot on. A single com- 
plaint by a nameless accuser has tarnished the reputa- 
tion ofa man who should probably do a better job com- 
municating with his sex partner. I’m frankly not sure 
that a public shaming is the best way to drive that lesson 
home. Or that this is really any of our business. 

In the last three months, dozens of men — many of 
them household names — have been called out and 
punished for their horrendous sexual mistreatment of 
women (and some men). This reckoning was long over- 
due, and hard won. [See Abearian, A8] 


THE TURPINS at Disneyland. Authorities found 13 
children captive in their house who appeared to have 
undergone years of abuse. Three were in chains. 


was therapeutic. Maybe it 
was just their routine. 

“It was kind of strange,” 
he said. But “there was never 
anything to say, ‘Oh, my 
God. I should call some- 
body.’ ” 

It was a pattern of think- 
ing followed by neighbors, 20 
miles to the north in Perris, 
who a few years later caught 
similarly strange glimpses of 
the small, pale children of 
David and Louise Turpin. 

After seeing them work- 
ing under floodlights late at 
night to put sod in the fam- 
ily’s yard a few months ago, 
neighbors said it was odd 
but not so unsettling that 
they needed to call police. 

The reality was far worse 
than anything they imag- 
ined. 

The Turpins’ 13 children, 
authorities said, were cap- 
tives in the couple’s tract 

[See Perris, A11] 
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Deputy is 
accused of 
running big 
drug scheme 


He boasted of hiring 
other cops to protect 
dealers, records show. 


By JOEL RUBIN 
AND Maya LAu 


A Los Angeles County 
sheriffs deputy has been 
charged with operating a 
large-scale drug trafficking 
scheme in which he boasted 
that he hired other law en- 
forcement officers to pro- 
vide security to dealers and 
could assault people for his 
clients, according to court 
records. 

Deputy Kenneth Collins 
and three other men were ar- 
rested by FBI agents Tues- 
day morning in a sting oper- 
ation when they arrived to 
what they thought was a 
drug deal, according to re- 
cords unsealed after the ar- 
rest. 

Court documents outlin- 
ing the case show that 
Collins, 50, has been under 
investigation for months. He 
was recorded by agents dis- 
cussing “his extensive drug 
trafficking network, past 
criminal conduct, and will- 
ingness to accept bribes to 
use his law enforcement 
status for criminal pur- 
poses,” according to a crimi- 
nal complaint filed in U.S. 
District Court. 

“I fix problems,” Collins 
was recorded saying to an 
undercover agent, court re- 
cords show. “I make a lot of 
things go away.” 

U.S. Atty. Nicola T. 
Hanna said in a statement 
that “Deputy Collins sold his 
badge to assist an individual 
he thought was a drug traf- 
ficker. The deputy allegedly 
used his status as a law en- 
forcement officer as a guar- 
antee when he promised safe 
travels for large quantities of 
illegal narcotics.” 

Thom Mrozek, a U.S. 
attorney’s office spokesman, 
said that the investigation 
is continuing but that no 
other law enforcement offi- 
cers had been implicated so 
far. 
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‘DREAMERS’ SIT IN, SPEAK OUT 


Advocates for “Dreamers” protest at the Washington office of Sen. Dean Hel- 
ler (R-Nev.). As Congress pursues a DACA deal, the Trump administration 
says it plans to ask the Supreme Court to decide Dreamers’ fate. NATION, A6 


TRUMP PRESIDENCY: THE FIRST YEAR 


Remove GOP ‘shackles’? 
‘Trump often wears them 


By NOAH BIERMAN 


WASHINGTON — In the 
heat of his unlikely presi- 
dential campaign, Donald 
Trump declared himself free 
of the “shackles” of the Re- 
publican Party, promising to 
“fight for America the way I 
want to” and insisting he 
would never wish “to be ina 
foxhole with a lot of these 
people.” 

Yet a year into his presi- 


dency, Trump has tightly 
tethered himself to that 
same Republican establish- 
ment and all but outsourced 
his agenda to its leaders in 
Congress. 

The “populism” so often 
cited as a major part of 
Trump’s victory has rapidly 
proved more rhetorical than 
real: On the one-year anni- 
versary of his inauguration, 
Trump will be packing for a 
trip to Switzerland with 
much of his wealthy Cabinet 


to attend the annual Davos 
conference, a glittery gather- 


ing of the global elite. 
“Tome, populism was the 
Bannon position,” said 


Larry Kudlow, referring to 
the former White House 
strategist, now pariah, 
Stephen K. Bannon. “But 
Trump never bought into it.” 
Kudlow, a former Reagan 
administration official and 
commentator, has occa- 
sionally advised Trump. 
[See Trump, A8] 


Last year, an undercover 
agent met with Collins while 
posing as the relative of a 
wealthy investor looking to 
finance an illegal marijuana 
grow house. The deputy of- 
fered to provide security and 
said he had three teams al- 
ready working in the region, 
including one that was pro- 
tecting an illegal marijuana 
grow house disguised as an 
auto repair shop, according 
to the complaint. 

At another meeting to 
discuss the security plan for 

[See Sting, A10] 


COST OF 
STATE'S 
BULLET 
TRAIN 
JUMPS 


Central Valley section 
price rises $2.8 billion. 
Consultant declares 
‘worst-case scenario 
has happened.’ 


By RALPH VARTABEDIAN 


The estimated cost of 
building 119 miles of bullet 
train track in the Central 
Valley has jumped to $10.6 
billion, anincrease of $2.8 bil- 
lion from the current budget 
and up from about $6 billion 
originally. 

The new calculation 
takes into account a number 
of intractable problems en- 
countered by the state rail 
agency. It raises profoundly 
difficult questions about 
how the state will complete 
what is considered the na- 
tion’s largest infrastructure 
project with the existing 
funding sources. 

The new estimate was 
presented Tuesday by Roy 
Hill, who leads the main 
consulting firm on the proj- 
ect, WSP (formerly Parsons 
Brinckerhoff). Hill said the 
cost increases were mainly 
driven by problems includ- 
ing higher costs for land ac- 
quisition, issues in relocat- 
ing utility systems, the need 
for safety barriers where the 
bullet trains would operate 
near freight lines and de- 
mands by stakeholders for 
the mitigation of myriad is- 
sues. 

“The worst-case scenario 
has happened,” Hill bluntly 
told the rail authority’s 
board at its regular monthly 
meeting. 

The board also voted 
Tuesday to name Brian 
Kelly as its new chief execu- 
tive. As secretary of the Cali- 

[See Bullet train, A10] 


Trump’s clean 
bill of health 


The president should 
lose weight and exer- 
cise more, his doctor 
says, but he aced a 
cognitive screening, a 
test that Trump him- 
self requested to rebut 
accusations that his 
mental faculties are 
declining. NATION, A? 
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